In the title compound, C 9 H 7 N 3 O 3 , paired ribbons of molecules running in the a-axis direction are formed by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and offset -stacking interactions.
Structure description
Indazole derivatives are important structural fragments in medicinal chemistry having a broad spectrum of pharmacological activities including anti-inflammatory, anti-tumor, or HIV protease inhibition (Stefan et al., 2002; Ará n et al., 2005; Boulouard et al., 2007) as well as exhibiting estrogen receptor (Steffan et al., 2004) , antifungal and antibacterial activities (Tandon et al., 2005) . Here we report the acetylation of 5-nitro-1H-indazole using acetic anhydride in the presence of a catalytic amount of acetic acid.
In the crystal structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , weak C3-H3Á Á ÁO1(1 + x, y, z) hydrogen bonds form ribbons parallel to (010) and running along the a-axis direction (Table 1 and Fig. 2) . Two such chains are associated via offset -stacking interactions between a six-membered ring in one chain and a five-membered ring in the other with a 3.7361 (9) Å separation ( Fig. 2 ).
Synthesis and crystallization
A mixture of 5-nitro-1H-indazole (0.6 g, 3.68 mmol), acetic acid (2 ml) and acetic anhydride (10 ml) were heated under reflux for 24 h, after completion of the reaction (monitored by TLC), the solvent was removed under vacuum. The residue obtained was recrystallized from ethanol to afford the title compound as colourless crystals (yield: 75%; m.p. 429-431 K). 
Figure 2
Packing viewed normal to (001). C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions are shown by black dotted lines while a representative example of the offset -stacking is shown by a purple dotted line. Computer programs: APEX3 and SAINT (Bruker, 2016) , SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2015a), SHELXL2014/7 (Sheldrick, 2015b) , DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2012) and SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
Figure 1
The title molecule with labeling scheme and 50% probability ellipsoids. Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) C8 0.0243 (6) 0.0262 (6) 0.0280 (7) 0.0134 (6) 0.0065 (5) 0.0104 (5) C9 0.0331 (7) 0.0410 (8) 0.0279 (7) 0.0217 (7) 0.0088 (6) 0.0166 (6) Geometric parameters (Å, º) 
